Explanation of the application form

Red-White-Red — Card

This explanation was intentionally written in easily understandable language.

This explanation is for your information only. Only the law published in German language is

legally valid and binding. This means that you cannot derive any rights from this explanation.

You may only tick one box under "Application for a residence permit".

1. EU passport photo

The passport photograph has to be 35 millimetres wide and
45 millimetres high.

You can find the exact dimensions here:
www.bmi.gv.at/passbild.

2. Signature

You have to sign directly in front of the employee of the
Austrian authority or Austrian embassy.

You are not allowed to write anything here.

Type of application

You may only tick one application type (= one box) here.

4. Initial application

Tick this box if you currently do not have a residence permit
for Austria.

5. Extension application

Tick this box if your residence permit is still valid and you are
already holding the right purpose for your stay and you want
to renew it. The purpose of your stay is for example your
studies at a university or family reunification.

You can apply when there are only 3 months left until your
residence permit expires.

6. Application for change
of purpose

Tick this box if your residence permit is still valid and you
want to stay in Austria for a different purpose than the one
you currently have. If you do not get the other purpose of
residence, you will again get the same purpose of residence
as before, if it is no longer valid. However, you must meet all
the requirements for this.

7. Extension
application/Application
for change of purpose

Tick this box if you want to continue staying in Austria for a
different purpose than the one you currently have AND you
want to renew your residence permit if your change of
purpose is denied. In this case, you will have to pay double
the application fee.
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A.

My data

Information about you

Please fill in your last name.

8. surname(s) If you have more than one last name, please fill in all of your
last names.

9. first name Please list all your first and middle names.

If you previously had one or more different last names,

10. Former surnames . . .
please fill them in here (example: before your marriage).
male — Tick this box if you are a man.
female — Tick this box if you are a woman.

11. sex
divers, inter, open, not specified - Tick your appropriate
gender here if you are not male or female.

12. date of birth When were you born?

13. country of birth In which country were you born? example: Austria

14. place of birth What is your place of birth? example: Vienna
single — Tick this box if you are neither married nor in a
registered partnership.
married/registered partnership (EP) — Tick this box if you are
married or in a registered partnership.

15. marital status . . ) ) ) ]
divorced/dissolved EP — Tick this box if you are divorced or
your registered partnership has been dissolved.
widowed/dissolution of registered partnership by death —
Tick this box if your husband/wife or registered partner died.

. . Please fill in your nationality here.

16. nationality(s) ] ) )

If you have more than one nationality, please list them here.
. Since when are you holding the nationalities listed under

17. since .
point 16?

18. former nationality Haye you previously had different nationalities? If yes, please
write them down.

Until when did you have these previous nationalities?

19. until You only have to answer this question if you filled out point
18!

20. typ'e of preV|ou§ . Please fill in which residence permit you currently hold (if

residence permit (if that applies)
available) PPIIEs).

21. date of expiration Until when is your residence permit valid?

22. health insurance thatis Do you have health insurance? Please write down the name.
compulsory in Austria The health insurance must be valid in Austria and cover all
and covers all risks risks.
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23. Austrian social security
no.

Please write down your Austrian Social security number (if
applicable).

current residence

Where do you currently live?

24. country

In what country are you currently living?

25. postal code

What is your postal code?

26. street, house number,
door number

What is your street address? Please include house number,
door or apartment number, if that applies.

27. location

In which place or town do you live?

(intended) place of residence
in Austria

Where are you planning to live?

28. postal code

What will be your postal code?

29. street, house number,
door number

What will be your street address? Please include house
number, door or apartment number, if that applies.

30. location

In which place or town do you plan to live?

contact details

Your contact details

31. phone number

Please write down your phone number, if you have one.

32. E-Mail address

Please write down your e-mail address, if you have one.

Authorised Representative / authorised representative for service of documents

It is important that the authority can send you letters and that you can contact the authority.
You can appoint a person to represent you in the procedure (power of attorney for
representation). You can also appoint a person to receive your letters for you (authorisation

to receive documents).

- Power of attorney for representation: You can appoint a person to represent you in the

procedure. This person can then contact the authority and act on your behalf. Unless you
specify otherwise, the authority will also send letters to this person.

Representation for payment is only permitted by professional representatives (for
example, lawyers). Other people, such as your spouse, relatives or acquaintances, may
represent you free of charge.

For representation, you need a written power of attorney. The power of attorney must
include your details and the details of your representative. You must sign the power of
attorney. The representative must also be aware of the power of attorney and must sign

it.

If a lawyer represents you, different rules apply. Your lawyer will inform you about these

rules.

You can find a sample power of attorney under Section F at
https://www.bmi.gv.at/312/60a/start.aspx.

- Authorisation to receive documents: You can appoint a person who lives in Austria to

receive your letters. This can be, for example, your spouse, a relative or an acquaintance.
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The authority will then send the letters to this person. You do not need a written power
of attorney for this. You only need to fill in the following fields.

The person authorised to receive documents may only receive your letters. They may not
represent you in the procedure.

What is the first name of the person authorised to receive

33. first name(s
(s) your letters?

What is the last name of the person authorised to receive

34. surname(s
(5) your letters?

What is the postal code of the town where the person

35. postal code . . .
P authorised to receive your letters lives?

36. street, house number, What is the street address of the person authorised to
door number receive your letters?

In which town does the person authorised to receive your

37. location .
letters live?

Please write down the phone number of the person

38. phone number . .
P authorised to receive your letters.

Please write down the e-mail address of the person

39. E-Mail address . .
authorised to receive your letters.

B. | am applying for the
following residence
permit

Tick the residence permit that you would like. You can only
tick one box.

C. My family members Data about your family

parents (fill in for children under the age of 18 only)

40. father surname(s) Please list all of your father’s last names.

41. first name(s) Please list all of your father’s first and middle names.
42, date of birth When was your father born?

43. nationality Please write down your father’s citizenship.

If your father has an Austrian social security number, please

44. Austrian SV no. write it down here.

45. type of residence permit If your father has a residence permit in Austria, please write
(if available) down here which permit he holds.

o Until when is your father’s residence permit valid?
46. date of expiration L . .
You only have to fill in this point, if you filled out point 45.

47. mother surname(s) Please list all of your mother’s last names.
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48. first name(s)

Please list all of your mother’s first and middle names.

49, date of birth

When was your mother born?

50. nationality

Please write down your mother’s citizenship.

51. Austrian SV no.

If your mother has an Austrian social security number, please
write it down here.

52. type of residence permit
(if available)

If your mother has a residence permit in Austria, please write
down here which permit she holds.

53. date of expiration

Until when is your mother’s residence permit valid?

You only have to fill in this point, if you filled out point 52.

wife or husband or registered partner

54. surname(s)

Are you currently married or living in a registered
partnership?

If yes, please fill in your husband’s/wife’s/partner’s last
name(s) here.

55. first name(s)

Please write down all of your husband’s/wife’s/partner’s first
and middle names.

56. date of birth

What’s your husband’s/wife’s/partner’s birth date?

57. nationality

Please fill in your husband’s/wife’s/partner’s nationality.

58. Austrian SV no.

If your husband/wife/partner has an Austrian social security
number, please write it down here.

59. type of residence permit
(if available)

If your husband/wife/partner has a residence permit, please
write down here which permit he/she holds.

60. date of expiration

Until when is your husband’s/wife’s/partner’s residence
permit valid?

You only have to fill in this point, if you filled out point 59.

children

All natural and adopted children should be listed here.

61. surname(s)

Do you have children?
Please write down your child’s last name. If your child has
more than one last name, please write all of them down.

62. first name(s)

Please write down your child’s first and middle name.

63. date of birth

What is your child’s date of birth?

64. nationality

Please write down your child’s nationality.

65. residence permit

yes — Please tick here, if your child has a residence permit for
Austria.

no — Please tick here, if your child does not have a residence
permit for Austria.

Status: 08/2026

Red-White-Red - Card 5



D. Own funds available to You do not need to complete this section.

secure the livelihood for
the duration of residence

Which documents do you need for the application?

e Valid travel document, e.g. a passport.
e Photo of yourself (see point 1 of this explanation).

e A document stating whether you have been convicted by a court. You can get this
document for example from the police or from a court in your home country.

You only need this document for the initial application.
e Certificate of marriage or a partner certificate, if that applies.

e Document about your divorce or dissolution of your registered partnership, if that
applies.

e Proof or document of relationship.
If you want to prove that a person is related to you (for example: your child), you
must bring a confirmation. This is, for example, a birth certificate or an adoption
certificate. In all other cases, you do not need to present a birth certificate.

e Death certificate, if that applies.

e Proof about sufficient health insurance in Austria.

There are different paths to a Rot-WeiR-Rot — Karte. In each case you have to show different
documents.

Option 1 for very highly qualified workers

1. You completed a course of study lasting at least 4 years at a tertiary educational
institution? Then you need:

e 3 certificate of graduation and
e a proof of the status of the university or other tertiary educational institution.
2. for proof of habilitation, the document awarding it.

3. You hold/held an executive position in a listed company? Or in a company for whose
activities or business field a positive opinion of the competent foreign trade office is
available? Then you need

e atax assessment notice or a wage statement as proof of your last gross annual salary
e a confirmation from the employer that you worked in a management position and

e a proof that the company is listed on the stock exchange.
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e Or a positive opinion from the relevant foreign trade office regarding the company's
activities or business field.

4. for proof of research or innovation activity you need:

e Proof of your scientific publications after completion of your studies.
You must disclose the title and the reference.

e confirmation from a university or a public or private research institution that you
have been active in research and development or in scientific, including research-led
academic teaching, or

e proof of a patent application.
You will need an extract from the national or regional patent register for this
purpose.

5. For proof of recognized awards and honors, you will need:
e a certificate confirming the award.
6. For proof of professional experience you need:
e a certificate of service or
e a certificate of employment.
7. For proof of knowledge of the German or English language you need:

e aninternationally recognized language diploma or language course certificate
confirming your knowledge

e School certificate and proof of language of instruction
e Certificate of graduation and proof of language of instruction

8. You studied in Austria? You finished the second stage of your studies or half of the ECTS
credits in Austria? Then you need:

e the corresponding study book and the corresponding examination certificates.

9. You have completed a diploma program, bachelor's program, master's program or
doctorate in Austria? Then you need:

e a certificate of successful completion of these studies.

10. Employer's declaration according to the Aliens Employment Act.

Option 2 for other key workers
1. You completed vocational education/training? Then you need:
e certificate or diploma of completed vocational education/traininga diploma.

e theindividual annual certificates of the school or education/training institution you
have graduated from

2. You have special knowledge and skills? Then you need:

e A proof of the acquisition of the knowledge or skills (such as service certificates,
training certificates)

3. Do you have the general university entrance qualification? Then you need:
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e a certificate of a school-leaving qualification with which you have achieved university
entrance qualification.
The requirements for the university entrance qualification are stated in § 64
paragraph 1 of the University Act 2002.

You completed a course of study lasting at least 3 years at a tertiary educational
institution? Then you need:

e a certificate of graduation and

e a proof of the status of the university or other tertiary educational institution.
To show work experience in the profession you have learned, you need:

e a certificate of service or

e a certificate of employment.

For proof of knowledge of the German or English language you need:

e an internationally recognized language diploma or course certificate confirming your
knowledge

e School certificate and proof of language of instruction
e Certificate of graduation and proof of language of instruction
Are you a professional athlete or a professional sports coach? Then you need:
e a certificate of service and
e a certificate of employment.

Employer's declaration according to the Aliens Employment Act.

Option 3 for skilled workers in shortage occupations

1. You completed vocational education/training? Then you need:

e certificate or diploma of completed vocational education/training or diploma,
including evidence of the duration and content of the training, e.g. Diploma
Supplement or annual certificates.

e theindividual annual certificates of the school or education/training institution you
have graduated from

2. Do you have special knowledge or skills? Then you need:

e A proof of the acquisition of the knowledge or skills (such as certificate of service,
training certificates).

3. You have the general university entrance qualification? Then you need:

e a certificate of a school-leaving qualification with which you have achieved university
entrance qualification.

The requirements for university entrance qualification are stated in § 64 paragraph 1
of the Austrian University Act 2002.

4. You completed a course of study lasting at least 3 years at a tertiary educational

institution? Then you need:
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e 3 certificate of graduation and

e a proof of the status of the university or other tertiary educational institution.

5. To show work experience in the profession you have learned, you need:

e 3 certificate of service or

e a certificate of employment.

6. For proof of knowledge of the German or English language you need:

e an internationally recognized language diploma or course certificate confirming your
knowledge

e School certificate and proof of language of instruction

e Certificate of graduation and proof of language of instruction

7. Employer's declaration according to the Aliens Employment Act.

Option 4 for graduates of Austrian universities

1.

You have completed a diploma program, bachelor's program, master's program or
doctorate in Austria? Then you need:

e a certificate of successful completion of these studies.

Employer's declaration according to the Aliens Employment Act.

Option 5 for Regular Workers in Tourism, Agriculture and Forestry

1.

proof that you have worked as a regular seasonal employee for at least seven months in
each of the last two years.

For proof of knowledge of the German language you need:

e aninternationally recognized language diploma or course certificate confirming your
knowledge.

You have a permanent job in prospect? Then you need:
e an employment contract

Employer's declaration according to the Employment of Foreigners Act

Option 6 for self-employed key workers

1.
2.

proof that you have transferred investment capital to Austria or created or secured jobs.

you must submit a business plan
That is, you describe the entrepreneurial activity they plan and your goals.

Option 7 for Start Up Founders

1.

You completed vocational training? Then you need:

e certificate or diploma of completed vocational education/traininga diploma.
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e theindividual annual certificates of the school or education/training institution you
have graduated from

You have a special knowledge or skills? Then you need:

e A proof of the acquisition of the knowledge or skills (such as service certificates,
training certificates)

You completed a course of study lasting at least 3 years at a tertiary educational
institution?

A tertiary educational institution is, for example, a university or a university of applied
sciences.

Then you need:

e a certificate of completion of studies and
e proof of the status of the university or other tertiary educational institution.

You completed a diploma program, bachelor's program, master's program or doctoral
program in Austria or a vocational training program in Austria? Then you need:

e a certificate of successful completion of this study program or

e an apprenticeship certificate.

To prove professional experience you need:

e a certificate of employment or

e a certificate of employment.

For proof of knowledge of the German or English language you need:

e aninternationally recognized language diploma or course certificate confirming your
knowledge

e School certificate and proof of language of instruction
e Certificate of graduation and proof of language of instruction
proof of investment capital including your available equity.

You have been accepted into a business incubator or have funding from a start-up
funding agency in Austria? Then you need:

e a contract with the relevant institution

You need to submit a business plan.

This means you describe the entrepreneurial activity you are planning and your goals.
You also need to submit documents proving the innovation concerning the products,
services, processes or technologies.

10. You have significant influence on the rules of procedure of the planned business? Then
you need:

e Articles of association of the company.
This is not necessary if you are establishing a one-person company.
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ATTENTION:

Even if you have already submitted all the listed documents, the authority may still require
more information/documents from you. This may be necessary if not everything is clear
for the authority yet. Therefore, please send these documents to the authority quickly.

If you do not pay the fees, you cannot get a residence permit. Please pay the fees as soon
as possible. If you pay later, your procedure will take longer.
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