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Jihadist Terror with a
Fatal Outcome

A comparative case study on attacks in
Austria and Germany

The number of jihadist-motivated terror attacks with a fatal outcome has also increased
in recent years in German-speaking Europe, specifically in Austria and Germany.'
Analysis shows that these acts are mostly isolated or considered in the context of time
and content with attacks abroad in non-German-speaking countries. This article presents
a comparison of the fatal jihadist attacks of recent years in this part of the continent.? The
period chosen goes back as far as 2015. Following the refugee crisis, which culminated
in the autumn/winter of that year, the parameters and potential for such attacks in Cen-
tral Europe changed substantially.? Basically, it can be said that terror attacks resulting
in fatalities (regardless of the motivation of the respective perpetrator) were rather rare
up until that point. According to official data, until 2 November 2020, there had not
been any fatal attacks in Austria at all since 1995 (the Oberwart attack) and 2009;* the
two mentioned were completely differently motivated ideologically speaking. In Germa-
ny, there were rightwing terrorist-motivated attacks in Munich (22 July 2016), Kassel®
(2 June 2019), Halle (9 October 2019) and Hanau (9 February 2020) — all committed by
lone perpetrators in execution of the crime. To some extent, dissatisfaction with refugee
policy played a role as a motive for the attacks to a greater or lesser degree, as was
proved in Munich, Kassel and Halle (Hartleb 2020). For the jihadist spectrum, the final
attack of the type considered in Germany would be that of 2 March 2011 at Frankfurt
Airport, which cost two US soldiers their lives.® The decision to focus on those cases
in which victims died is because these attacks have to be considered as having been the
“most successful” from the perspective of the terrorists. The question as to whether an
attack was a “terrorist act” within the meaning of the penal code did not play a role in
their selection — also because differences exist in the legal frameworks from country to
country in this regard.

1. CASE STUDIES

The case studies presented below have a
uniform structure in order to make them
easier to compare: first, the course of
events is outlined, then the prior history of
the perpetrator and the role of the authori-
ties. Particular attention is paid to how well
the perpetrator was known (to the author-

ities) and whether he had previously been
identified as delinquent, i.e. the extent to
which he was “on the radar”. All those
mentioned are naturally presumed legally
innocent until handed down a final sen-
tence by a court of law. Names are given
to the extent they were already mentioned
publicly, mostly in the media.
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It should be noted that of the five cases
considered here, Wiirzburg was included
with reservation. A jihadist motive was
quickly presumed by the authorities,” but
the actions are now considered to be those
of a psychologically ill person: a fact that
is not surprising, especially where this
phenomenon is concerned (cf. Neumann
2016, 191-196; 257-261).8 With regard to
the lone perpetrator involved in carrying
out the act, there is a nexus of psychopa-
thology and Islamist-orientated ideology
(cf. Cotti/Meloy 2019). This can also be
clearly seen in another case from the recent
past: on 6 November 2021, a 27 year-old
Syrian randomly stabbed passengers with
a knife on an Intercity Express (ICE) train
and injured four people. The man arrived
in Germany as a “refugee” in 2014 and
had lived there ever since. The perpetrator
had watched propaganda videos of Islamic
State (IS), but was subsequently classified
as guilty by reason of insanity and sent for
psychiatric treatment (cf. Aykanat 2021).
Thus the (possible) political aspect of the
act rapidly disappeared from the public
discussion. The case highlighted various
parallels with those under consideration
here, but unlike that of Wiirzburg was not
included here because it did not result in
any fatalities.’

The underlying situations of the various
cases are to be described as being very
different. Perhaps the most thoroughly pro-
cessed was that of Berlin: for three years
and three months, members of the German
Bundestag interviewed around 180 wit-
nesses and experts. The findings obtained
ran to almost 1,900 pages. In the other
cases, there were relatively few sources,
primarily journalistic in nature, which is
why it was felt important to involve such
media that are commonly thought of as
being “quality media”.

1.1 Berlin, 19 December 2016 — Anis
Amri

Anis Amri had taken control of the lorry
in which he sat on 19 December 2016 on-
ly that very afternoon. He left the body of
the Polish driver he had shot and killed
beforehand lying on the passenger seat
while he carried out the attack. Towards
20:00 hours, he drove the hijacked tractor
unit into the crowd of people visiting the
Christmas market at the Gedachtniskirche
memorial church on Breitscheidplatz in
Berlin. Eleven died, more than 60 were
injured, some seriously. Amri managed
to flee the scene and even the country. He
was shot dead in Milan on 23 December
2016 during a routine police check, after
he had first opened fire. The route he fled
via is one of the puzzling facts of the case,
as the investigative committee of the Bun-
destag noted (cf. Deutscher Bundestag
2021, 1330).

Anis Amri was not a blank sheet of paper
before the attack: he was born in Tunisia
and came from the Kairouan region —
located near the Libyan border, it is con-
sidered to be a stronghold of jihadism. As
a youth, he committed minor offences. In
2011, aged 19, Amri left North Africa on a
refugee boat bound for Europe. In Italy, he
was sentenced to four years in prison for
attempted arson. After his release in May
2015, Amri was supposed to be deported;
however, the Tunisian authorities did not
take him back (cf. ibid., 271 f)

Amri first travelled illegally to Switzer-
land, where he apparently obtained the
weapon he was later to use, a small calibre
pistol. In July 2015, the by now proba-
bly 23 year-old arrived in Germany as
an alleged refugee, accompanied by two
other IS sympathisers (cf. ibid., 273 ).
As he came across to one roommate as
being a “zealot”, the police opened a test
case. From November 2015 at the latest,
the federal prosecutor in Karlsruhe had
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him specifically monitored by the Feder-
al Criminal Police Office (BKA) and by
the State Criminal Police Office (LKA)
of North Rhine-Westphalia. According to
the Federal Office for the Protection of
the Constitution, Amri had spoke to IS on
the telephone at some point after 2 Feb-
ruary 2016, offering himself as a suicide
bomber in Germany. At times, he planned
to fight for IS in the Middle East, but then
apparently decided to carry out an attack
in Germany. Amongst other things, Amri
attended the now banned Deutschspra-
chiger Islamkreis Hildesheim mosque,
where he was observed during the under-
cover investigations against the suspect-
ed terror cell of the locally resident “hate
preacher” Abdullah Adbulah, alias “Abu
Walaa”. Abu Walaa was considered to be
the leader of IS in Germany at the time.
Amri received a “private audience”, dur-
ing which the later attack is presumed to
have been theologically “blessed”.

In March 2016, the Federal Office for
the Protection of the Constitution ruled
that Amri was canvassing across Germany
for people to commit Islamically moti-
vated attacks (cf. Federal Ministry of the
Interior 2016). However, in June 2016, the
working group of the newly created Joint
Counter-Terrorism Centre (GTAZ) — in
which Amri was raised as a topic on a total
of eleven occasions — came to the conclu-
sion that he did not pose any specific danger
(cf. Gemeinsames Terrorabwehrzentrum
2016a). The reason why the representa-
tives of 40 security agencies came to this
(new) assessment cannot be found in the
records. The fact that Amri dealt profes-
sionally in drugs probably played a role as
this finding is considered “incompatible”
with terror plans. Monitoring by the LKA
in Berlin was suspended on the basis of
this appraisal on 15 June 2016, i.e. about
six months before the attack (cf. Gemein-
sames Terrorabwehrzentrum 2016b).

In April 2016, Amri’s requests for subsid-
iary protection were refused for being un-
justified (cf. Bundesamt fiir Verfassungss-
chutz 2016). However, the addressees of
the decision revealed a certain “Ahmed
Almari” as well as eight other identities,
including his real name. Efforts to deport
him were unsuccessful because his file
remained cold and he engaged in obfusca-
tion tactics with his many “identities”. In
total, more than 60 agencies in Germany
dealt with the small-time criminal known
for a being a radical before the attack took
place.!” The Tunisian committed drug-re-
lated offences and was caught using a false
identity, but was released after one day in
detention. Amri knew about the dangers of
deportation. At times, he would search on
social media for women in order to marry
and thus obtain the right to remain.'!

In Berlin, at the latest from mid-Decem-
ber 2015, he frequently visited the mosque
association “Fussilet 33”, hidden behind
the fagade of an inconspicuous residential
building in Berlin’s Moabit district. In the
“hotspot for Islamists” and surrounded by
IS supporters, he called off the attack date
a total of 18 times between 2 October and
19 December 2016, as the location data
retrieved from his mobile phone revealed
(cf. Deutscher Bundestag 2021, 149 f).
The Bundestag’s investigative committee,
also set up by virtue of this fact, ruled that
the lone perpetrator thesis was to be reject-
ed (cf. ibid., 1114). The parliamentarians
reached the conclusion that “[the] inves-
tigations into Amri’s escape route [left]
much room for speculation” (Deutscher
Bundestag 2021, 1117). Apparently, a
“Berlin family entangled in Salafist struc-
tures” provided support here.!? Moreover,
there is the justified suspicion that foreign
intelligence services were also involved
in Amri’s escape — presumably with the
intention of spying on Amri’s IS contacts
(cf. Aust/Biichel 2017). Amri’s attack was
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claimed by IS. Attacks involving lorries
had previously been described in its online
magazine “Rumiyah” (“Rome”)!3 in an
edition of November 2016, under the head-
ing “Just Terror Tactics” (Rumiyah 2016)
and probably inspired copycat offenders.'*

1.2 Hamburg, 28 July 2017 — Ahmad
Alhaw

In the afternoon of 28 July 2017, Ahmad
Alhaw picked up a 20 cm-long knife in a
supermarket in Hamburg!> and used it to
attack several people in the store and on
the street. During the attack, he called out
“Allahu Akbar”. His goal was “to kill as
many German citizens of Christian belief
as possible” (Woldin 2018). The then 27
year-old injured a total of seven people,
three of them in the supermarket, one of
whom bled to death at the scene. A group of
passers-by, many of them Muslims them-
selves, prevented worse from happening.'®
The men faced the attacker with chairs and
everyday objects and cornered him. A hit
caused him to fall to the ground uncon-
scious, allowing the police to arrest him (cf.
Mascolo/Steinke 2017). Shortly before the
attack, Alhaw had attended the Assahaba
mosque for Friday prayers. In the past, this
had become the focus of the State Office
for the Protection of the Constitution be-
cause of the activities of the Egyptian “hate
preacher” Baher Ibrahim (cf. Landesamt
fiir Verfassungsschutz Hamburg 2015).
After the attack, he described himself as a
terrorist and IS follower. During the police
interview, he uttered a pledge of allegiance
to IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
(cf. Maxwill 2018). Ahmad Alhaw was
born in Saudi Arabia into a Palestinian
family. When he was nine years old, the
family moved to the Gaza Strip. His family
was supposedly Muslim, but not strictly
religious. Having completed school, he
travelled with the aid of a tractor to Egypt
to study dentistry. However, the young

man soon aborted this undertaking as he
wanted to live and study in Europe. Alhaw
travelled via Turkey and Greece to Nor-
way, where an uncle lived. This uncle, a
retired airline captain, reported that Alhaw
assumed he would get an education in
Europe without any problem. However, he
failed repeatedly to obtain a residence per-
mit: Norway in 2009, Sweden and Spain in
2013, and Norway again in 2014. In March
2015, Alhaw set off for Germany. Allocat-
ed to Hamburg through an asylum distri-
bution procedure, he submitted an asylum
application in May 2015. In accordance
with the Dublin Regulation, Alhaw should
actually have been returned to Norway, but
the authorities missed the relevant deadline
by just one day (cf. Wiedmann-Schmidt
2018). In December 2016, his Germany
asylum application was also rejected. The
Palestinian was required to leave the coun-
try; further identification papers, which
were unavailable anyway, would not be
necessary for his deportation to Gaza (cf.
Backes et al. 2017). Apparently willing to
leave the country himself at this point in
time, he did not file an appeal. According
to various witnesses, the young man fluc-
tuated between a western lifestyle, which
included drug taking, and a strict religious
appearance. And so, one day in November
2016, Alhaw suddenly turned up in a café
for refugees at Hamburg University and
read out a self-written text saying that
Muslims around the world were being
oppressed and Germany was partly re-
sponsible for this (cf. Wiedmann-Schmidt
2017). A friend reported his behaviour and
further radical statements to the police in
August 2016. In fact Alhaw was already
known to the authorities for being an
Islamist before the attack, but not as a
jihadist. He was considered to be extremist,
but not given to violence and was assessed
as being “below the threshold”. Alhaw
had contacts on the Salafist scene and had
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probably had dealings with IS since 2014.
The perpetrator was noted for being a drug
user and for his particular hatred of Ger-
mans. A home-made flag of the self-styled
Caliphate was found in his refugee accom-
modation; however, the Caliphate did not
claim the attack for itself (cf. Jansen 2017).
Alhaw was considered to be unstable and
conspicuous in his behaviour. At the same
time, however, he was entirely willing to
cooperate, collaborated on the procure-
ment of documents and appeared willing
to leave the country. In May 2018, Alhaw
was sentenced to life imprisonment, with
the court recognising the particular severi-
ty of his guilt (cf. Goertz 2019, 33 ).

1.3 Dresden, 4 October 2020 —
Abdullah Al Haj Hasan

Abdullah Al Haj Hasan was purported to
be 20 years old when he stabbed two men
from behind in the middle of the street with
a kitchen knife he was carrying, at 21:30
hours on 4 October 2020. The 21 cm-long
blade penetrated the body of the first man
almost completely, snapped and remained
in place. The killer continued his attack
with a second knife. His victims were —
recognisable as such — a homosexual cou-
ple. One victim suffered fatal injuries,
the second survived the attack seriously
wounded (cf. Ramm 2021). The perpetra-
tor had previously described homosexuals
as “enemies of God”. It seems that Al Haj
Hasan was carrying the household knife
specially for the purpose of (spontaneous-
ly) committing a crime.

Born in Aleppo, Syria, Abdullah Al Haj
Hasan came to Germany in autumn 2015
as an unaccompanied, underage refugee
together with a cousin. His family Syria,
members of the Sunni branch of Islam are
not said to have been strictly religious.
Upon his arrival, he nurtured a western
lifestyle. From spring 2016, he increasing-
ly engaged with IS and the idea of jihad.

His radical attitude is evidenced by chat
posts and the use of IS symbols. For him,
Germany was enemy territory, a fact that
did not escape the security authorities.
He was known to the State Office for the
Protection of the Constitution in Saxony as
an extremist from 14 July 2017 onwards
and was subsequently handled by the in-
telligence services. In August 2017, he
was considered to be an Islamist threat
(cf. Nimz 2021). Initial direct contact with
extremists prepared to use violence appar-
ently took place via the video platform Y ou-
Tube. Even before the attack, the Syrian
had been given a suspended sentence by
the Dresden Higher Regional Court in the
context of his radical attitude. In 2018,
investigators found messages on his mobile
phone, in which he ranted against “infi-
dels” and threatened to “slaughter” them.
The young man is said to have described
himself as a “sleeper cell” and to have
planned a suicide bombing with an explo-
sive belt. For this, and explicitly because
of his support for a terrorist organisation,
he received a youth sentence of two years
and nine months. During his detention,
Al Haj Hasan attacked a law enforcement
officer; the district court in Leipzig sen-
tenced him again. In prison, he took part in
therapy and a deradicalisation programme.
After being released, he was monitored
from time to time, even on the day of the
attack. Al Haj Hasan only appeared to be
fulfilling all the conditions imposed on
him. It later became clear that he tried to
radicalise his fellow inmates. He apparent-
ly dreamed of travelling to the IS Caliphate
in order to fight there. According to the
treating therapist, a martyr’s death was the
only right way to die (cf. Barth 2021). He
had apparently selected his two victims in
order to punish them with death for being
representatives of a free and open social
order that he rejected as “faithless”. As the
police could only identify him as the per-
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petrator through traces of DNA, 16 days
passed between the attack and his arrest.
During this period, he “prepared bigger
things and wanted to kill other infidels or
return to Syria”. At the time of his arrest,
Al Haj Hasan is again thought to have been
carrying a commercially available knife
(Barth 2021).

The Higher Regional Court in Dresden
sentenced the perpetrator to life impris-
onment, referring to the particular gravity
of his guilt. Al Haj Hasan was required to
leave the country, but was tolerated and
not deported because of a moratorium on
deportations to Syria in force in Germany
at the time. The Federal Intelligence
Service received a warning from a foreign
intelligence service in August 2019. How-
ever, as journalistic research revealed, the
responsible caseworkers did not forward
the warning to the authorities in Saxon, the
police or the State Office for the Protec-
tion of the Constitution. The Joint Coun-
ter-Terrorism Centre was not informed ei-
ther. On the day of the attack, he prayed at
a mosque in Dresden immediately before
the attack (cf. Flade et al. 2020).

1.4 Vienna, 2 November 2020 — Kujtim
Fejzulai

Kujtim Fejzulai opened fire shortly before
20:00 hours, killing a 21 year-old man who
was to become the first victim of the at-
tack. The 20 year-old killer, armed with
a replica Kalashnikov, a Tokarev pistol
and a machete-like knife, then roamed the
area around Ruprechtskirche church and
Schwedenplatz, a popular nightlife district
(cf. Fuchs 2020). The second victim was
a German waiter, who died when the per-
petrator fired into a group of people out-
side the restaurant. Further shots injured
a 44 year-old so seriously that she later
succumbed to her injuries in hospital. On
Schwedenplatz, he shot dead a 38 year-old
restaurant owner, who was trying to move

his staff and guests to safety. After just a
few minutes, a police officer confronted
the attacker and returned fire. Fejzulai
gunned down the officer, but he survived
— also thanks to the courageous interven-
tion of two men from Turkey and a Pal-
estinian, who removed him and an older
woman from the danger zone. In total, in
the short duration of the attack, there were
five firefights between the perpetrator and
the authorities. He was finally shot dead by
two members of the special unit WEGA!’
on Ruprechtsplatz (cf. Wiener Zeitung
2020). As he was wearing a fake explosive
belt during the attack, the bomb squad of
the Ministry of the Interior was called in
first (cf. Der Standard 2020). Only nine
minutes after it started, the attack ended
with Fejzulai’s death. Four people had
lost their life, over 20 others were injured,
some of them seriously,'® 13 of them hav-
ing suffered bullet wounds (cf. Wiener
Zeitung 2020).

It was not immediately clear that the
attack had been carried out by just one
person. Special forces and police officers
therefore cordoned of Vienna city centre
and combed through it. Only in the course
of 3 November 2020 did they come to the
conclusion with the necessary degree of
certainty that Fejzulai — at least during the
attack — had acted alone. In the hours after
the attack, 15 people in his locality were
arrested and several apartments in Vienna
and other cities in eastern Austria were
searched (cf. ibid.). The attack also led to
house searches and arrests in Switzerland
and Germany, although their connection to
the attack in Vienna is now questionable.
The attacker himself was identified within
four hours. His apartment was searched the
same night. He had obviously prepared it
for a possible firefight (cf. ibid.). The day
after the terror attack, so-called “Islamic
State” (IS) claimed responsibility for the
act and published a video containing a
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pledge of allegiance, in which Fejzulai used
the battle name “Abu Dujana al-Albani”
(cf. Gruber 2020).

There was much speculation over
Fejzulai’s motive and more specific details
as to why he chose the time and place of
the attack in the way he did (Stockhammer/
Neumann 2021, 4). As far as the choice of
targets was concerned, the fact that Fejzu-
lai carried out the attack in a popular night-
life district was interpreted by some as be-
ing an attack on the western lifestyle.!® The
fact that the attack began in the immediate
vicinity of the synagogue on Seitenstetten-
gasse was seen as a possible indication that
he had deliberately wanted to murder Jews.

As it turned out, Kujtim Fejzulai
was very well known to the authori-
ties — even as a (prevented) IS terrorist.
The 20 year-old was born in Austria and
grew up in Vienna; he was of Albanian
heritage and held Austrian and North
Macedonian citizenship. In September
2018, he had tried to travel with a compan-
ion to the areas in Syria controlled by IS.
Apprehended and detained by the Turkish
authorities, he was sent back to Austria,?’
where he was sentenced to 22 months’ de-
tention on 25 April 2019 for membership
of a terrorist association. As prescribed in
law, Fejzulai was conditionally released
early on 5 December 2019, having served
two thirds of his time in prison. According
to the judiciary, he complied with the con-
ditions imposed on him.?! The Provincial
Agency for State Protection and Counter
Terrorism (Landesamt fiir Verfassungs-
schutz [LVT]) in Vienna held a threat
evaluation meeting, in which the released
prisoner showed little cooperation — but
his case was initially classified as not be-
ing a priority. The initial evaluation took
place late, namely in September 2020. At
the beginning of October, it was changed
to the lower level of “high risk”, which,
however, has no consequences.?> Accord-

ing to investigations, Fejzulai regularly
attended two relevantly known mosques,
the Melit Ibrahim mosque on Hasnerstraf3e
in Wien-Ottakring and the Tewhid mosque
on Murlingengasse in Vienna’s Meidling
district. He may have been radicalised here
before his detention (cf. Wiener Zeitung
2020).

Following a discussion between the
Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry
of Justice as to who would be responsi-
ble if the perpetrator were no longer in
detention or would not be in detention
again in the future despite being handed
down a relevant sentence, the Ministry of
the Interior was soon forced to admit to
several failures and mistakes. In July 2020,
Fejzulai had already met up with comrades
from Germany and Switzerland who were
known to the authorities — to some extent,
these should have been classified as a terror
cell. The meeting was also monitored at
the request of the German authorities,
who above all had an interest in the par-
ticipants who had travelled to it. After the
meeting, observation of the later attacker
was discontinued on 20 July 2020. On 21
July 2020, the sentenced terrorist travelled
to Bratislava, where he tried to buy muni-
tion for an AK-47 in various gunshops. He
failed because he was not in possession of
any legal firearms documents. The Slova-
kian authorities promptly passed this infor-
mation on via Europol to the authorities in
Austria. These, however, did not take any
measures aimed directly at Fejzulai as they
felt further clarification was necessary.
The case subsequently lay unattended to
for a long time.?

1.5 Wiirzburg, 25 June 2021 -
Abdirahman Jibril A.

On Friday, 25 June 2021, at 17:00 hours,
Abdirahman Jibril A. entered a depart-
ment store in Wiirzburg and enquired
about kitchen knives in the household de-
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partment. The 24 year-old Somali citizen
reached for a knife with a blade length of
33 cm and began his attack. He killed a 49
year-old woman, who threw herself over
her 11 year-old daughter to protect her, and
seriously injured the child. An 82 year-old
woman, who came to assist the mother and
daughter, did not survive the attack either.
A 24 year-old student also died in the de-
partment store. The perpetrator left the de-
partment store and continued his attack in
a Sparkasse savings bank and on the street,
where passers-by stood in his way. With
some using everyday objects, they cor-
nered the man, who was still armed with
the knife, and backed him into a side street.

Almost two minutes after the alarm was
raised, the police arrived on the scene.
With knife in hand, A. then approached a
police officer, who rendered him immobile
with a shot to the thigh and the attacker
was detained.

In addition to the three women who lost
their life, a total of nine people were injured
in the attack — five of them seriously and
in some cases with life-threatening injuries
(cf. Jansen/Sabin 2021). According to two
witnesses, of whom one was estimated by
the authorities to be reliable, A. supposed-
ly called out “Allahu Akbar” during the at-
tack. Later, while receiving medical treat-
ment in custody, he is said to have spoken
of “jihad” (cf. ibid.). However, initial re-
ports on the discovery of what might have
been IS propaganda material were not
confirmed. His mother and ex-wife said
he was “definitely not a radical extrem-
ist” (Flade/Mascolo 2021). Reports on the
case discussed the Somali’s psychological
problems and two admissions for treat-
ment on the basis of threatening or unclear
behaviour in January and June 2021, rais-
ing them as a possible — “non-political” —
explanation for the attack. According to
reports in the media, he is said to have re-
ceived inpatient, psychiatric treatment of

varying duration on up to five occasions.
However, Bavaria’s interior minister
Joachim Herrmann pointed out that psy-
chological problems and terrorist motives
did not have to be mutually exclusive.?
The perpetrator was later admitted to a
psychiatric ward (cf. Flade/Mascolo 2021).
He is now considered to be incapacitated,
which also brought the (political) debate
around the attack to a standstill. Abdirah-
man Jibril A., born in 1997 in Mogadishu,
Somalia, arrived in Germany in May 2015
and was registered in various German
cities, from September 2019 onwards in
a homeless shelter in Wiirzburg. He was
not known to the authorities for radical
Islamic views or even for being a danger-
ous person, although there were various
other points of contact: investigations into
a physical altercation in an asylum shelter,
admission to a psychiatric facility after he
had threatened people (but did not attack
anyone) with a knife during a dispute in
the shelter in January 2021, and an inci-
dent in June 2021, in which A. refused to
get out of a car. Also at the beginning of
2021, another resident indicated that A.
had spoken about having killed people for
the terror organisation al-Shabaab in his
country of origin Somalia in 2008/2009.
However, an investigation was not opened
due to a lack of specific information. The
question as to whether there was a nugget
of truth in this assertion — connection to a
terror militia — was raised again after the
attack, but once more rejected as a “mis-
understanding”. A. had said to the Imam
of a mosque he regularly attended that he
worked for the Russian and American in-
telligence services — which is probably to
be viewed as a construct or even a delusion
(cf. ibid.). According to the authorities, the
asylum process was still ongoing and A.
was legally resident in Germany as a per-
son entitled to subsidiary protection.
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2. ANALYTICAL COMPARISON
The political reactions to the attacks are
to be evaluated as extremely different, at
least with regard to the respective govern-
ment leadership. The relationship between
“refugee crisis” and “danger of terrorism”,
which is deemed especially delicate in
Germany,? can be shown.

Angela Merkel, a CDU politician and
Federal Chancellor since 2005, repeatedly
and explicitly did not want to see this re-
lationship. Terror does not come through
refugees, she said in August 2016 — prob-
ably also because of the “welcome cul-
ture” introduced by her and to some extent
understood in dogmatic terms (cf. Frank-
furter Allgemeine Zeitung 2016), which
remained prominent in political and media
discourse (cf. Haller 2017). Only a few
other voices articulated by the rightwing
populist “Alternative fiir Deutschland*
(AfD), which profited electorally from
being in opposition to Merkel, was able to
wins seats in all state parliaments and the
German Bundestag after the party climbed
another three percent in the polls in sum-
mer 2015 (cf. Hartleb 2017, 97-120). The
former Berlin CDU Senator of the Interior
Frank Henkel, who was under pressure as
the lead candidate in the Berlin elections,
expressed himself with drastic words in
July 2016, just months before the attack
by Anis Amri in Berlin: “Nobody should
delude themselves, we have clearly im-
ported some utterly brutal people who are
capable of barbaric crimes, which have
not been an everyday occurrence in our
country until now. This must be called out
clearly and without taboo. This clarity al-
so includes dealing proactively with the
topic of Islamism. Otherwise, politics risk
being perceived as detached from reality”
(Tagesspiegel 2016).

Under the impression of the attack in
Vienna, the then Austrian Federal Chan-
cellor Sebastian Kurz made clear state-

ments about not wanting to have the “sick
ideology” of “immigrated Islamism” in the
country (Bild-de 2021).

However, Germany’s long-time chan-
cellor and her (later) Austrian counterpart
had already adopted very different posi-
tions following the migration movements
of 2015, although both also acted in co-
ordination as members of the European
People’s Party (EPP) at European level:
while Merkel committed herself to the
welcome culture addressed above, Kurz
shaped his profile mainly by touting that
he had implemented the “closure of the
Balkan route”.?® Kurz differed clearly from
Merkel on the topic of migration, amongst
other things in his choice of coalition part-
ner. It is worth noting that he became ex-
tremely popular with this line in some of
the German media and among sections of
the population in the large neighbouring
country.

That the danger of such attacks was in-
creasing was articulated more clearly in
Austria than in Germany during the period
investigated. The two approaches, both the
negation of the relationship on the one side
and the naming and condemnation of the
radical Islamic or jihadist background on
the other, are represented by people and
the opposite position is often seized upon
as provocation and thus viewed negatively.
As both positions deal with mass positions
to a certain degree, “politics” here can
never “please” all citizens and will always
irritate a large proportion in the way it
reacts. The polarisation of our societies is
not likely to abate in the near future, espe-
cially since the pressure of migration will
probably increase again and, for example,
new (refugee) movements from Afghani-
stan are to be expected.?’ As the cases dealt
with here show, the risk will continue or
arise that people in asylum seeker facili-
ties and/or due to a lack of prospects will
become (further) radicalised or at some
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point give expression to their radical atti-
tude through violent acts.

However, implementation of the right to
asylum and residence was not the only topic
for which problems with the state apparatus
came to light in the course of coming to
terms with the attacks: before the attacks in
Berlin, Vienna and Dresden, information
was not forwarded promptly or at all to or
between authorities, even though foreign
intelligence services had provided clues or
sent warnings. In the cases of Berlin and
Vienna, various investigative committees
dealt with the tricky question of a failure of
the authorities, which for some, especially
among some media representatives, was
already a given in the immediate wake ofthe
attacks. A distinction must be made in the
assessment: both perpetrators were in-
volved in international networks and spent
quite some time preparing their attacks. Ex
post, an intervention at certain points in
the time leading up to the act itself seems
to have been entirely possible in these
cases. However, why this failure happened,
which was (allegedly) clearly identifiable
after the fact, is hardly ever dealt with in
the media and thus public discussion. Thus
it mostly remains unclear whether there
are “construction errors” in the respective
security architecture and what these are
based on,?® whether the problems could
be solved with a larger deployment of re-
sources (e.g. more staff or better training),
or whether the failure happened simply
because of mistakes by or even a lack of
suitability of the persons involved. Thus,
in all probability, not “all lessons” were
learned from the attacks and only ad hoc
or staffing adjustments were carried out,
where perhaps systemic reforms or simply
more resources were necessary.

For all the criticism, some of it justified,
it must not be overlooked that the author-
ities have been increasingly successful at
uncovering attack plans or preventing their

execution, both in Germany and in Austria.

All five perpetrators came from different
countries of origin, but the history of their
residence differs only between Austria and
Germany, where the attacks took place.
All four men who carried out attacks in
Germany arrived in the Federal Republic
in 2015, while Fejzulai was the only one
to grow up not only in the country, but
even in the city in which he carried out his
attack. An indirect biographical parallel
comes from the fact that Fejzulai’s family,
like those of all perpetrators in Germany,
came from a region characterised by
(ethnic) conflicts. Moreover, four of the
five perpetrators (Berlin, Dresden, Vienna
and probably also Hamburg) had contacts
and more or less concrete plans to fight for
the “IS Caliphate” in its dominions in the
Middle East.

On the basis of this fact, [S-inspired
attacks are to be examined with an environ-
mental analysis — even when the respective
attackers act alone in the immediate
execution of an attack. Too often, phys-
ical and virtual contacts can be detected
with networks, if one could speak here
of a “perpetrator acting on their own”
(Nesser 2018, 310). The term “lone per-
petrator plus”, which was already in use
in connection with Vienna, seems to have
a certain justification cases such as these
and represent a good approach to better
classification of this phenomenon, es-
pecially since social networks and en-
crypted interaction channels have a role
to play. The “lone perpetrator plus” may
act in a manner decoupled from a terror
network, but is in direct contact with
relevant jihadist groups and comrades
at home and abroad (cf. Stockhammer/
Neumann 2021, 4).

All perpetrators were obviously devout
and invoked Islam in their acts. Witness
statements referring to the typical calling
of “Allahu Akbar” can be found in the at-
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tacks in Berlin, Hamburg and Wiirzburg.
The perpetrators from Berlin and Dresden
attended a mosque on the day of the attack,
the perpetrator from Hamburg shortly be-
forehand. The perpetrators from Vienna
and Wiirzburg also frequently visited
places of worship houses.?’ The mosques
in Berlin, Hamburg and Vienna were al-
ready known to the authorities before the
attacks as places of potential radicalisation
and in some cases, such as, for example,
the Fussilet mosque in Berlin, should even
have been closed. In Austria, too, there
had already been attempts to close radical
mosques since 2018, but these closures
were repealed by the courts (cf. Ichner
2021). No general causal relationships
between mosque visits and radicalisation
should be construed here. Nevertheless,
this fact stands out.

All perpetrators without exception were
known to the authorities. In the case of
Amri, numerous offences were on file,
but he was detained in Germany only for
a single day. Alhaw was deemed an Isla-
mist and it was known that he (like Amri)
took drugs. In the case of Al Haj Hasan,
the authorities were informed about his ha-
tred for Germany and his willingness to re-
sort to violence. Fejzulai was detained for
his membership of a terrorist organisation.
Nevertheless, before the attack in Vienna,
as previously in Berlin and Dresden, moni-
toring was at some point suspended or only
carried out sporadically. Al Haj Hasan and
Fejzulai had to go through deradicalisation
programmes during their time in prison
which quite obviously did not bear fruit.

Both managed to skilfully deceive their
supervisors. Investigations into A. for his
assertion that he had killed for al-Shabaab
in his home country were suspended.
Another parallel between Amri and A. is
that both displayed behavioural problems
in Germany.

For the perpetrators of Hamburg,

Dresden and Wiirzburg, psychological
abnormalities can be observed. All three
were described after the event as unstable
by witnesses. This kind of abnormality
occurs frequently in lone perpetrators (cf.
Gill et al. 2014; Cotti 2021). The danger of
being deported may have exacerbated the
problem in the perpetrators.*® In some of
the cases, the authorities were accused of
failings, although the reasons that led to
these failings are debatable: Amri, Fejzulai
and Al Haj Hasan were all monitored, at
least from time to time. Hasan neverthe-
less managed to walk through Dresden
“armed” with household knives; Amri
even managed to go underground. In the
case of Fejzulai, the monitoring did not
prevent him from maintaining contacts
in the radical Islamist environment and
these had no consequences for him. Many
authorities also dealt with Amri without
tangible success or consequences for the
perpetrator. Both were classified as being
less dangerous than they actually were,
although it is obvious that precisely this
dangerousness could have been detected
beforehand with the resources available. In
the case of the attack in Dresden, warnings
from the Federal Intelligence Service did
not penetrate to the authorities in Saxony.
Where Vienna is concerned, the Slovaki-
an information was not processed quickly
enough or used appropriately. At least in
the public discourse, the question as to
whether this concerns individual mistakes
or a systemic failure (possibly due to a lack
of resources) remains unanswered.

A clear pattern can be discerned in the
residence status of the perpetrators: Alhaw
should have been deported to Norway in
accordance with the Dublin Regulation.
Al Haj Hasan would have been required to
leave the country, but this did not happen
because of the moratorium on deporta-
tions to Syria. Amri should also have been
deported because of his identity fraud and
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because he was known to be dangerous.
Fejzulai may have been an Austrian
citizen, but the authorities had tried to strip
him of it — which would only have been
at all possible because he also held North
Macedonian citizenship.®' In the case of
A., the asylum process was ongoing. The
perpetrator was thus eligible for subsidi-
ary protection and he resided formally and
legally in Germany.

Thus for four of the five perpetrators, the
authorities came to the conclusion before
the attacks were committed that they had
no claim to a residence permit or their
deportation would have been in the interest
of the respective community, but various
legal obstacles stood in the way of their
deportation, some of which could not be
eliminated by the local authorities.*> A po-
litical debate could be held on this as many
people came to Central Europe under the
designation “refugee”, but have a status
that means neither refugee protection
nor eligibility to claim asylum (cf. Stehle
2021). Both Dresden and Wiirzburg and
in other ways Vienna point to the difficult
procedural arrangements and sometimes
also grey areas: these are an open goal for
generalisation and the levelling of blame,
especially against the administrative appa-
ratus bound by the laws in the constitution-
al state. Politically, the debate continues to
be shied away from, at least in Germany,
as the notion of the “welcome”.

3. CONCLUSION

In summary it can be said that all five
attackers were known to the authorities —
in many cases as extremists or for their
willingness to resort to violence. The
(virtually) networked perpetrators were
most strongly in the sights of state secu-
rity. Nevertheless, the danger they posed
was not correctly classified for various
reasons or the resources used were insuffi-
cient to thwart the crime being committed.

Some of the information that could have
been warnings was processed either not
at all or not quickly enough. Attempts at
aligning authorities (meetings at the Joint
Counter-Terrorism Centre in the cases of
Berlin and Dresden) or the introduction of
RADAR-iITE in Vienna are obviously not
panaceas.

As the comparison shows, since 2015,
it has been possible to subdivide jihad-
ist-inspired terror attacks with fatalities in
German-speaking Europe broadly into two
groups: spontaneous perpetrators acting in
isolation, who strike relatively immediate-
ly with “quickly improvisable weapons”
(in these cases commercially available
knives), and those perpetrators who receive
at least virtual support from sympathisers
or agents of IS. The latter consequently
commit logistically more complex attacks,
some of which proceed in accordance with
the model of highly visible attacks around
the world. This group of perpetrators tends
to be “more efficient” in committing the
act, the attacks lead to more deaths and
injured people and are utilised by IS in
professionally produced propaganda. But
also those who had contacts and allegedly
some form of assistance — even if only
psychological in nature — acted as lone
perpetrators in committing the act. This
fact presently seems to be a characteristic
of jihadist terror in Germany and Austria.

Another feature of the German-speaking
countries could be that the political and
public debate over attacks and their pre-
vention is heavily influenced by historical-
ly constructed, social and political norms.
The obvious mixing of possible trauma and
flight, mental disorder and political radical-
isation complicate policy approaches and
make it difficult to have an objective fol-
low-up debate on the role of the police and
justice system in the constitutional state
and the question of acting differently be-
forehand, e.g. through rapid deportations.
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This is compounded by the issue that the
phrase “failure of the authorities” often
flows into the debate after an attack, but
without questioning the precise reasons for
this or the general framework conditions in
detail, and discussing greater use of com-
munity resources for safety and security in
broad terms. In the authors’ opinion, it is
therefore urgently necessary to focus on
the topic more broadly, in order to obtain

findings from beyond the German-speak-
ing region, such as from France, Belgium
and the United Kingdom. However, an
analysis beyond a superficial and brief
consideration, as the investigated cases
show, is necessary because the security
authorities knew in all of the cases about
the danger of perpetrators being “in our
midst” and yet for various reasons were
still unable to protect the population.
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Source: Schliefsteiner/Hartleb (own presentation)

Category Berlin Hamburg Dresden Vienna Wiirzburg

Psychological problems/ not really yes yes unknown yes

instability (western lifestyle,
active drug dealer)

IS material yes yes material probably yes| unclear,
(material and [material consumed apparently
contacts) consumed, not

crafted flag)

Support of IS yes yes yes yes no
(“official” (“official”
confessional video) confessional

video)

IS contact yes no yes yes no
(numerous, battle | (but ap- (at least (battle
planned there) parently plans to planned

wanted to | fight for IS; | there)
travel to the | attempted
regiong] to recruit

others)

Claimed by IS yes no unclear yes no

Weapon pistol, lorry household | household | rifle, pistol | household

knife knife (machete] | knife

Known to the authorities yes yes yes yes yes

(but not as
an Islamist)

Status after the attack shot (on the run) | arrested arrested shot (during | shot at and

(immediate-| (after inve- | the attack) |arrested

ly after the | stigations) (immediate-

attack) ly after the
attack]

Involvement of passers-by no yes no yes yes
(hardly possible (attacker [victims (attacker
due to the lorry kept at bay) removed kept at bay)
attack) from the

danger zone)

Classification before the attack | classified as highly| deemed deemed classified as| know for
dangerous extremist, | dangerous |dangerous |beingag-
(IS terrorist) but not (IS terrorist) | gressive

ready to use
violence

Warnings before the attack yes yes yes yes yes
(specific, also (known to | [specific, (also by (known for
from foreign pose a dan- | also from authori- being ag-
intelligence ser- | ger) foreignin- | tiesinthe [ gressive and
vices; potential IS telligence | neigh- criminal in
fighter) services, bouring nature)

but were country;
not forwar- | potential IS
ded) fighter)
Arrival in the country of attack | July 2015 March 2015 | Autumn born and May 2015
2015 grew up in

the country

Comparison of the attacks
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Ln Morges, in the canton of Waadt, Switzerland,
there was an attack on 12 September 2020, in
which a victim was stabbed to death. The case
exhibits fundamental parallels with the cases
dealt with here — however, it was not included be-
cause Morges is part of francophone Switzerland
and therefore an influence of the French-speak-
ing extremist and jihadist scene is to be assumed
and would thus have to be considered.

2 The article is based on Hartleb/Schliefsteiner
2021. It has been generally revised and heavily
abridged as well as partially realigned in
thematic terms.

3 A quantitative analysis on the jihadist infiltra-
tion of the migration flows is now also available,
based on datasets supplemented with qualitative
interviews, e.g. Mullins 2019.

4 The last “official” act of terror with a fatal out-
come was the 2009 attack on a guru in a Sikh
temple in Vienna. Cf. Austrian Annual Report on
the Protection of the Constitution (VSB), (BVT
2010, 70) and Austrian VSB (BVT 2011, 71 f).
However, the research contains critical voices
that see the events in Graz 2015, Linz 2017
and Wullowitz 2019 as (possible) acts of terror.
On Austria generally, cf. Steinberg 2021 and
Schliefsteiner 2019.

5 Murder of Kassel district president Walter
Liibcke in his private residence.

% Arid Uka, a Kosovo Albanian, who had lived
with his family in Frankfurt a.M. since 2011 and
was apparently radicalised on the Internet, acted
as a lone perpetrator (cf. Obert 2011). This case
exhibits parallels with the attacks considered
here.

7 Cf. the press conference on the knife attack in
Wiirzburg on 25 June 2021, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=0QxWZGZmGbls (20.01.2022).

8 That also applies to racially motivated lone
perpetrators, such as to the case in Norway on
22 July 2011 (Breivik) and the Munich attack on
the same day five years later. Cf. Hartleb 2020.

® Moreover, very little is known about the identity
and prior history of the perpetrator.

10 For a long time, the number mentioned was

approx. 50. That has gone up again to approx.

60. The case presentation on Anis Amri is based
on Hartleb 2018.
W.Cf ZDF broadcast “Frontal 21" on 07.03.2017.
12 Ibid.
13 The city of Rome stands for the centre of
Christianity and power. The Sack of Rome in
1527 is also considered to be a portent that a
conquest can succeed through violent warlike
excess.
Y on 14 July 2016, a jihadist who also came
from Tunisia killed 86 people with a lorry on a
promenade in Nice.
15 Various media reports explain how he took the
packaged knife from a shelf and tore it out of the
packaging, according to the State Olffice for the
Protection of the Constitution, he took it from the
display. The difference is marginal (cf. Landes-
amt fiir Verfassungsschutz Hamburg 2018).
16 The court also came to the conclusion in
the proceedings that his objective had been to
murder “infidels” — according to Richter, Alhaw
determined who an “infidel” was by their pale
skin colour (cf. Fokken 2018).
17 The designation derives from the earlier name
“Wiener Einsatzgruppe Alarmabteilung”; the
special unit is primarily tasked with attending
operations with an elevated degree of danger.
18 The figures ranged between 22 and 24 people.
19 For example, Der Standard 2020.
20 For the life history of Fejzulai, also cf. in de-
tail the reports of the independent investigative
committee: investigative committee on the terror
attack of 02.11.2020 (Geschdiftszahl BMI: 2020-
0.748.397, Geschdftszahl BMJ: 2020-0.752.496),
interim report of 22.12.2020 (BMI 2020), final
report of 10.02.2021 (BMI 2021). The reports
build on each other and investigate the period
from Fejzulai’s release from detention until his
death. However, they are partially redacted. The
first report deals primarily with the perpetrator
and the time before the attack, the second looks
in depth at the institutional and intra-agency
procedures and researched what did not function
in this regard.
21 Cf interim report of the investigative committee
on the terror attack of 02.11.2020 (Geschdftszahl
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BMI: 2020-0.748.397, Geschdiftszahl BMJ: 2020-
0.752.496), interim report of 22.12.2020, (BMI
2020, 9 ).

2 Investigative committee on the terror attack
of 02.11.2020 (Geschdftszahl BMI: 2020-
0.748.397, Geschdftszahl BMJ: 2020-0.752.496),
interim report of 22.12.2020 (BMI1 2020, 11, 17 f).
The LVT used RADAR-iTE, an instrument de-
veloped in Germany for estimating the individ-
ual risk of violence. This was developed under
the lead of the Federal Criminal Police Olffice
as a consequence of the attack perpetrated by
Amri. However, the programme was asserted
to have been “used in a technocratic, formalis-
tic way”. Investigative committee on the terror
attack of 02.11.2020 (Geschdifiszahl BMI: 2020-
0.748.397, Geschdftszahl BMJ: 2020-0.752.496),
final report 10.02.2021 (BMI 2021, 22 f).

2 For detailed information on these procedures,
see: Investigative committee on the terror attack
of 02.11.2020 (Geschdftszahl BMI: 2020-
0.748.397, Geschdftszahl BMJ: 2020-0.752.496)
interim report of 22.12.2020, (BMI 2020, 16-18).
24 Cf. the press conference on the knife attack
in Wiirzburg on 25 June 2021, https://www. you
tube.com/watch?v=0xWZGZmGbls, timestamp
0:49:00 to 0:50:08 (15.01.2022).

5 Another case should cited here. An allegedly
underage, unaccompanied refugee from South-
East Asia came to Germany without documents
in June 2015. Although he was placed with a
foster family and was ostensibly deemed well in-
tegrated, he seriously injured five people on a re-
gional train in Wiirzburg with an axe and a knife.
There was an IS symbol on his backpack.

26 For the considerations made here, it is not rel-
evant whether this (self-)presentation matched
the facts. It is primarily about the positioning
and the presentation of one’s own position.

7 This has obviously also applied since Feb-
ruary 2022 to Ukraine and thus to a European
country. Yet is must be assumed that there will
be fewer challenges here in the field of radical
Islamic/jihadist extremism.

28 Such “mistakes” or circumstances that lead

to problems can arise from historic-cultural

circumstances, such as the separation require-
ment (between police and intelligence service
activities) in Germany.

2 This fact is by no means a given for jihadist
perpetrators and their radicalisation processes.
Cf. Baehr 2020, 195 f.

30 That is shown, for example, by the case of the
Islamist-motivated suicide attack at a concert in
Ansbach on 24 July 2016. The Syrian who trav-
elled to Germany via Bulgaria and Austria in
2015 was supposed to leave the country. He was
receiving psychotherapy.

3U dustrian citizens shall not be expelled from
Austria, nor their arrival on federal territory
refused. On the efforts to derecognise Fejzulai,
cf- Krutzler 2020.

32 Many of these reasons are “hurdles” that
arise from due process and international obli-
gations. Political decisions (in principle) play a
role to some extent. There is no question that the
constitutional state is a valuable commodity and
that its mechanisms are therefore to be protected.
However, at a minimum, it should be discussed
how far better material and staffing of certain
bodies could accelerate due process and where
legal requirements could be modified in favour of
prevention, without undermining the protection

of fundamental and human rights.

Sources of information

Aust, Stefan/Biichel, Helmar (2017). Anis
Amri wurde schon 2015 gezielt iiberwacht, Die
Welt, 17.12.2017, Online: https://www.welt.
de/politik/deutschland/articlel71657711/Anis-
Amri-wurde-schon-2015-gezielt-ueberwacht.
html (03.01.2022).

Aykanat, Deniz (2021). ,, ICE-Messerangreif-
er hatte méoglicherweise doch extremistisches
Motiv*, Siiddeutsche Zeitung, 16.11.2021,
Online: https://www.sueddeutsche.de/bayern/
ice-nuernberg-regensburg-messerattacke-
motiv-1.546 5563 (02.02.2022).

Backes, Laura et al. (2017). ,,Der Terror wird
hierherkommen “, Spiegel online, 06.08.2017,
Online: https://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/atten

tat-in-hamburg-wie-ahmad-a-vom-abiturien


https://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/atten
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/bayern
https://www.welt
https://www

2023

.SIAK-INTERNATIONAL EDITION

ten-zum-messerstecher-wurde-a-1161417.html
(19.07.2022).

Baehr, Dirk (2020). Ursachenanalyse der Radi-
kalisierungsprozesse von neun dschihadistischen
Straftdiitern in Deutschland, in: Backes, Uwe et
al. (Eds.), Jahrbuch Extremismus & Demokratie,
Bd. 32, Baden-Baden.

Barth, Florian (2021). Wie wurde Abdullah H.
zum Morder?, MDR, 21.05.2021, Online: https://
www.mdr.de/nachrichten/sachsen/dresden/
dresden-radebeul/wie-sich-islamist-in-deutsch
land-radikalisierte-100.html (07.01.2022).
Bild.de (2021). ,,Ich will diese kranke Ideologie
nicht in Europa*, 25.07.2021, Online: https://
www.bild.de/politik/ausland/politik-ausland/
sebastian-kurz-exklusiv-ich-will-diese-kranke-
ideologie-nicht-in-europa-77190376.bild. html
(03.02.2022).

Bundesministerium des Innern (2016). Ver-
fassungsschutzbericht, interner Vermerk vom
29.03.2016, Berlin.

BMI [Bundesministerium fiir Inneres] (2020).
Untersuchungskommission zum Terroranschlag
vom 02.11.2020, Zwischenbericht, 22.12.2020,
Online: https://www.bmi.gv.at/Downloads/
Zwischenbericht.pdf (06.03.2022).

BMI [Bundesministerium fiir Inneres] (2021).
Untersuchungskommission zum Terroranschlag
vom 02.11.2020, Abschlussbericht, 10.02.2021,
Online: https://www.bmi.gv.at/downloads/
Endbericht.pdf (06.03.2022).

BVT [Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz und
Terrorismusbekdmpfung] (2010). Verfassungs-
schutzbericht (VSB), Wien.

BVT [Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz und
Terrorismusbekdmpfung] (2011). Verfassungs-
schutzbericht (VSB), Wien.

Bundesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz (Ed.) (2016).
Internes Schreiben u.a. an das Bundeskriminal-
amt, Berlin.

Cotti, Patricia (2021). La Fabrique du Terroriste
Solitaire. Une Investigation Clinique, Paris.
Cotti Patricia/Meloy, J. Reid (2019). The
Tamerlan Tsarnaev Case: The Nexus of Psycho-

pathology and Ideology in a Lone Actor Terror-

ist, Journal of Threat Assessment and Manage-
ment, 6 (3—4), 138—158.

Der Standard (2020). ,,Jugendliche in Ruprechts-
kirche entgingen Wiener Terroranschlag®,
27.11.2020, Online: https://www.derstandard.
at/story/2000122057433/jugendliche-in-rup
rechtskirche-entgingen-wiener-terroranschlag
(12.01.2022).

Deutscher Bundestag (2021). Beschlussempfeh-
lung und Bericht des 1. Untersuchungsaus-
schusses der 19. Wahlperiode, 21.06.2021,
Drucksache 19/30800, Berlin.

Flade, Florian et al. (2020). BND wurde vor
Islamisten gewarnt, Siiddeutsche Zeitung,
29.10.2020, Online: https://www.sueddeutsche.
de/politik/anschlag-in-dresden-islamist-bnd-
1.5097798 (10.01.2022).

Flade, Florian/Mascolo, Georg (2021). ,, Das
Motiv bleibt offen”, Tagesschau, 15.07.2021,
Online: https://'www.tagesschau.de/investigativ/
ndr-wdr/wuerzburg-messerangriff-105. html
(16.01.2022).

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (2016). Merkel:
Terror nicht durch Fliichtlinge gekommen,
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 18.08.2016,
Online: https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/
fluechtlingskrise/angela-merkel-kein-zusam
menhang-zwischen-fluechtlinge-terrorgefahr-
14393721.html (02.02.2022).

Fuchs, Christoph (2020). Ablauf des Terror-
anschlags in Wien, Stadt-Wien, 29.07.2020,
Online: https://www.stadt-wien.at/wien/news/
ablauf-attentat-in-wien.html (05.01.2022).
Fokken, Silke (2018). Zum Toten entschlossen,
Spiegel online, 01.03.2018, Online: https://www.
spiegel.de/panorama/justiz/hamburg-barmbeker-
messerstecher-ahmad-a-zu-lebenslanger-haft-
verurteilt-a-1195984.html (20.01.2022).
Gemeinsames Terrorabwehrzentrum (2016a),
Protokoll der 1358. Sitzung vom 15.06.2016,
Berlin.

Gemeinsames Terrorabwehrzentrum (2016b).
Protokoll der 1444. Sitzung vom 02.11.2016,
Berlin.

Gill, Paul et al. (2014). Bombing Alone. Tracing

65



https://www
https://www.stadt-wien.at/wien/news
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik
https://www.tagesschau.de/investigativ
https://www.sueddeutsche
https://www.derstandard
https://www.bmi.gv.at/downloads
https://www.bmi.gv.at/Downloads
www.bild.de/politik/ausland/politik-ausland
www.mdr.de/nachrichten/sachsen/dresden

.SIAK-INTERNATIONAL EDITION

2023

66

the Motivations and Antecedent Behaviors of
Lone-Actor-Terrorists, Journal of Forensic
Sciences, 59 (2), 425-435.

Goertz, Stefan (2019). Terrorismusabwehr. Zur
aktuellen Bedrohung durch den islamistischen
Terrorismus in Deutschland und Europa, 2. Au-
flage, Wiesbaden.

Gruber, Alexander (2020). Attentdter von Wien
bekennt sich zum Islamischen Staat, Mena-Watch,
05.11.2020, Online: https://www.mena-watch.
com/attentaeter-von-wien-bekennt-sich-in-video-
zu-islamischem-staat/ (13.01.2022).

Haller, Michael (2017). Die ,, Fliichtlingskrise
in den Medien. Tagesaktueller Journalismus
zwischen Meinung und Information, Eine Studie
der Otto Brenner Stiftung, Frankfurt a.M.,
Online: https://www.otto-brenner-stiftung.de/
fileadmin/user_data/stiftung/02_Wissenschafts
portal/03_ Publikationen/AH93_Fluechtings
krise_Haller_2017_07_20.pdf (21.01.2022).
Hartleb, Florian (2017). Die Stunde der Populis-
ten. Wie sich unsere Politik trumpetisiert und
was wir dagegen tun kénnen, Schwalbach am
Taunus.

Hartleb, Florian (2018). Der Fall Anis Amri.
Menetekel fiir den Rechtsstaat, in: Thieme, Tom
et al. (Eds.), Demokratie in unsicheren Zeiten,
Festschrift fiir Eckhard Jesse zum 70. Geburts-
tag, Baden-Baden, 173—183.

Hartleb, Florian (2020). Einsame Wolfe. Der
neue Terrorismus rechter Einzeltdter, 2. Aufl.,
Hamburg.

Hartleb, Florian/Schliefsteiner, Paul (2021).
Einzeltdter, radikal, potenziell labil und eigent-
lich ,,gar nicht mehr da*. Eine vergleichende
Fallstudie der dschihadistischen Terroran-
schlige mit todlichem Ausgang in Deutschland
und Osterreich seit 2015, in: Backes, Uwe et al.
(Eds.), Jahrbuch Extremismus & Demokratie
(33), Baden-Baden, 195-218.

Ichner, Bernhard (2021). ,, Gericht erkldrt Mo-
scheeschliefsungen fiir rechtswidrig“, Kurier,
23.04.2021, Online: https://kurier.at/chronik/
wien/gericht-erklaert-moscheeschliessungen-
fuer-rechtswidrig/401360714 (20.01.2022).
Jansen, Frank (2017). Hamburger Messer-

stecher wegen Mordes angeklagt, Tagespiegel,
10.11.2017, Online: https://www.tagesspiegel.
de/politik/hamburg-barmbek-messerstecher-
aus-hamburger-supermarkt-wegen-mordes-
angeklagt/ 20567564.html (17.01.2022).

Jansen, Frank/Sabin, Thomas (2021). Falliiber-
sicht ,, Was tiber den Messerangriff in Wiirzburg
wissen”, Tagesspiegel, 26.06.2021, Online:
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/motiv-des-
taeters-weiter-ungeklaert-was-wir-ueber-den-
messerangriff-in-wuerzburg-wissen/27366310.
html (09.01.2022).

Krutzler, David (2020). Entzug der Staats-
biirgerschaft fiir Auslinder, Der Standard,
04.11.2020, Online: https://www.derstandard.at/
story/2000121437047/entzug-der-staatsbuerger
schaft-fuer-attentaeter-wien-sieht-bund-gefor
dert (20.01.2022).

Landesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz Hamburg
(2015). Hamburger Verfassungsschutz warnt vor
der Teilnahme an Veranstaltungen in Barmbeker
Moschee, Pressemitteilung, 30.01.2015, On-
line: https://www.hamburg.de/innenbehoerde/
schlagzeilen/4442668/salafistischer-prediger-in-
hamburg/ (10.01.2022).

Landesamt fiir Verfassungsschutz Hamburg
(2018). Freie und Hansestadt Hamburg, Behdrde
fiir Inneres und Sport, Verfassungsschutzbericht
2017, Online: https://www.hamburg.de/content
blob/11448332/ffb33a5af30a49a6547d5f54
70477e85/data/vsb-2017-pressefassung.pdf
(20.01.2022).

Mascolo, Georg/Steinke, Ronen (2017). ,, Messer-
stecher von Hamburg erwog LKW-Attentat”,
Stiddeutsche Zeitung, 09.08.2017, Online: https://
www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/ahmad-a-messer
stecher-von-hamburg-erwog-lkw-attentat-1.362
1902 (16.01.2022).

Maxwill, Peter (2018). ,,Er hitte gerne mehr ge-
totet, Spiegel online, 12.01.2018, Online: https://
www.spiegel.de/panoramal/justiz/hamburg-
barmbek-prozessauftakt-gegen-messerstecher-
ahmad-a-a-1187337.html (20.01.2022).

Mullins, Sam (2019). Jihadist Infiltration of
Migrant Flows to Europe. Perpetrators, Modus
Operandi and Policy Implications, Cham.


www.spiegel.de/panorama/justiz/hamburg
www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/ahmad-a-messer
https://www.hamburg.de/content
https://www.hamburg.de/innenbehoerde
https://www.derstandard.at
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/motiv-des
https://www.tagesspiegel
https://kurier.at/chronik
https://www.otto-brenner-stiftung.de
https://www.mena-watch

2023

.SIAK-INTERNATIONAL EDITION

Nesser, Peter (2018). Islamist Terrorism in
Europe, New York.

Neumann, Peter R. (2016). Der Tdter ist unter
uns. Dschihadismus und Radikalisierung in
Europa, Berlin.

Nimz, Ulrike (2021). ,, Deutschland war fiir ihn
Feindesland “, Siiddeutsche Zeitung, 12.04.2021,
Online: https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/
islamismus-deutschland-war-fuer-ihn-feindes
land-1.5262722 (08.01.2022).

Obert, Mark (2011). Der Rdtselhafte. Er ist Arid
U., Frankfurter Rundschau, 09.03.2011, Online:
https://www.fr.de/panorama/raetselhafte-1139
4131.html (08.01. 2022).

Ramm, Wiebke (2021). ,,Seine Homophobie hat
ihn gerade dazu bewogen, sich diese Opfer auszu-
suchen”, Spiegel online, 12.04.2021, Online:
https://www.spiegel.de/panorama/justiz/isla
misten-prozess-in-dresden-seine-homophobie-hat-
ihn-dazu-bewogen-sich-gerade-diese-beiden-men
schen-auszusuchen-a-7d8e0859-71c2-4el0-97b6-
89¢8ea927207?sara_ecid=soci_upd_KsBFO0AFj
SAfODZCxpPYDCQgOI1dEMph (12.01. 2022).
Rumiyah (2016). Just Terror Tactics: Hostage
Taking (9), 46-51.

Schliefsteiner, Paul (2019). Bedroht aber selten
betroffen: Zur Entwicklung der Gefihrdungslage
durch radikal-islamischen und dschihadistischen
Terrorismus in Osterreich, in: Jost, Jannis et
al. (Eds.), Jahrbuch Terrorismus 2017/2018,
Opladen, 177-212.

Stehle, Anja (2021). Debatte um subsididr
Schutzberechtigte. Kein Fliichtling, aber?, Neue
Ziircher Zeitung, 10.07.2021.

Steinberg, Guido (2021). Islamistischer Terroris-
mus in Europa — Dschihadismus in Osterreich.

Eine gefihrliche Szene mit grofSer ideologischer

Strahlkraft, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, Online:
https://www.kas.de/de/einzeltitel/-/content/
dschihadismus-in-oesterreich (18.03.2022).
Stockhammer, Nikolaus/Neumann, Peter A.
(2021). EICTP Policy Brief — Vorldufige Lektio-
nen vom Terror in Wien, Online: https://www.
eictp.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/FINAL_
EICTP_Policy-Brief _Vorl%C3%A4ufige-Lek
tionen-Terror-in-Wien.pdf (10.02.2022).
Tagesspiegel (2016). Frank Henkel: ,, Wir haben
vollig verrohte Personen importiert“, 25.07.2016,
Online: https://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/
berlins-innensenator-zum-anschlag-in-ansbach-
henkel-wir-haben-voellig-verrohte-personen-
importiert/13924522.html (10.02.2022).
Wiedmann-Schmidt, Wolf (2017). ,,Ja, ich bin
Terrorist*, Spiegel online, 10.11.2017, Online:
https://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/hamburg-barm
bek-messerattacke-in-supermarkt-ja-ich-bin-ter
rorist-a-1177354.html (20.01.2022).
Wiedmann-Schmidt, Wolf (2018). Bundesbe-
horde verschlief Abschiebefrist fiir Attentdter,
Spiegel online, 01.08.2018, Online: https://www.
spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/messerattacke-

in-hamburg-behoerden-verschliefen-abschiebe

frist-a-1160856.html (14.01.2022).

Wiener Zeitung (2020). 21 mégliche Terror-
Mittditer im Visier, 13.11.2020, Online: https://
www.wienerzeitung.at/nachrichten/politik/oester
reich/2082480-21-moegliche-Terror-Mittaeter-
im-Visier.html (20.01.2022).

Woldin, Philipp (2018). Und ein Satz von Ahmad
A. beschdftigt noch heute, Die Welt, 29.01.2018,
Online: https://www.welt.de/regionales/
hamburg/article172984543/Barmbek-Attentae
ter-Ahmad-A-der-Mann-mit-zwei-Gesichtern.
html (20.01.2022).

67



https://www.welt.de/regionales
www.wienerzeitung.at/nachrichten/politik/oester
https://www
https://www.spiegel.de/spiegel/hamburg-barm
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin
https://www
https://www.kas.de/de/einzeltitel/-/content
https://www.spiegel.de/panorama/justiz/isla
https://www.fr.de/panorama/raetselhafte-1139
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik

	Schliefsteiner_IE_2023
	SIAK IE_2023_S49-67_Schliefsteiner

